
Merciless suppression of 
protests and violation of 
the most fundamental 
human rights, especially 
those of women, children, 
and minorities, is at the 
forefront of the news that 
daily reaches us from Iran, 
a country that is under the 
rule of religious leaders who 
have turned it into a land 
for executing young people 
and courageous women 
who demand freedom and 
human dignity.

In addition to women and 
youth, religious and ethnic 
minorities have also not 
been spared from the brutal 
violation of human rights 
in Iran and daily taste the 
bitter flavour of oppression. 
Over the past four decades, 
they have not been allowed 
even a single independent 
cultural, religious, or sports 
centre. They are forced 
to comply with so-called 
Islamic laws imposed by the 
religious leaders.

On the eve of the 
anniversary of the 
nationwide uprising of the 
Iranian people in September 
2022, an analysis of the 
current situation in Iran, 
which is passing through 
one of the most challenging 
and defining periods in its 
history, shows that Iran is on 
the brink of another uprising. 
Due to the explosive 
conditions in Iran and the 
ongoing violation of human 
rights, supporters of human 
rights are 

Professor Javaid Rehman, 
the UN special rapporteur on 
the situation of  human rights 
in Iran, told MPs present at a 
briefing in the UK parliament 
on 18 July 2023, that absence of  

accountability and the culture of  
impunity is a prevailing issue with 
respect to Iran’s current situation. 

The parliamentary briefing on 
the topic of  countering impunity 
was organised 
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At a meeting 
with members 
of  the Italian 
parliament’s 
Committee of  
Foreign Affairs, 
the Rt Hon 
John Bercow, 
Speaker of  the 
House Commons 
(2009-2019) was 
invited to speak 
as a special guest. 

In his remarks he said: “There 
is a pervasive myth which is fast 
becoming a kind of  chronic 
hallucination in the western world 
that there is something that can 

be described as a reformist or 
reforming or reform-minded 
faction struggling earnestly 
and with growing success for 
supremacy within the Iranian 
dictatorship.

FORMER UK HOUSE SPEAKER: “ONLY THING 
THAT DICTATORS RESPECT IS STRENGTH”

ABSENCE OF ACCOUNTABILITY AND THE 
CULTURE OF IMPUNITY IN IRAN

EDITORIAL

… continued on p.5
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by the Association of  Anglo-
Iranian Women in the UK 
for the 35th anniversary of  the 
massacre of  prisoners in the 
summer of  1988. 

Lord David Alton of  
Liverpool opened this discussion 
and said (excerpts): “The protests 
across Iran have shown that 
people are demanding radical 
change, including an end to the 
death penalty, the executions 
we’ve heard about, and torture, 
and a democratic republic where 
leaders are elected by the people 
in free and fair elections instead 
of  being selected by a supreme 
leader that rules with absolute 
power. Everyone here agrees 
that the future of  Iran ought 
to be decided by its people, but 

our continued failure to hold the 
regime to account will undermine 
international law and risk the 
collapse of  the international rules-
based order and international 
human rights laws. Those 
things are worthless if  there is 
no accountability and if  people 
are not held to account for the 
things that they do. There’s ample 
evidence of  the regime in Tehran 
violating international laws and 
UN conventions, as reported 
by consecutive UN special 
rapporteurs on Iran since 2011, 
when the UK worked with our 
international allies to establish the 
mandate that Javaid [Rehman] 
holds to this day. 

In every UN resolution adopted 
by the General Assembly, in 
response to these reports, the 
west has joined voices and 
condemned the alarming human 
rights situation in the country. 
However, these resolutions ask 
the judiciary and authorities in 
Iran to investigate the serious 
cases of  human rights abuses and 
to prosecute the perpetrators; I 
say that again, we ask them to 
investigate the very things that 
they have been responsible for; 
it’s identifying the watchdog 
with the burglar. This is an 
absurd recommendation, as 
the judiciary in Iran is a tool 
of  state repression and not an 
independent institution to justice 

and accountability. As evident 
today, this demand has had the 
reverse effect and disastrous 
consequences. 

I therefore urge my friend, 
the UN special rapporteur, to 
continue to stress the importance 
and responsibility of  UN member 
states to secure independent 
investigation into the regime’s 
current and historic human 
rights abuses including the 1988 
massacre, and include that 
demand in this year’s General 
Assembly resolution.

From our end, here in 
parliament, we will press our 
government to deliver on this 
demand for accountability and to 
refer Tehran to the UN Security 
Council for its human rights 
atrocities.”

Professor Javaid Rehman 
(excerpts) said: 

Absence of accountability and 
the culture of impunity in Iran  
continued from p.1

seriously concerned.
How can the ILA help? By 

disclosing information to 
pressure governments. The 
statements of parliaments 
in Britain, Italy, and 29 other 
countries against the violation 
of human rights in Iran in 
recent months are the result of 
exposés in which our charity 
has played a part. These have 
effectively restrained the hands 

of the ayatollahs in carrying out 
wrongful executions. 

How can you help? 
Supporting our gatherings and 
convincing governments to 
list the Revolutionary Guards 
as a terrorist entity is a very 
effective step in this regard. It 
is essential that we demand 
Western governments make 
their relations and dealings with 
the Iranian regime conditional 

on the cessation of oppression, 
in particular of women and 
youth, in Iran.

In light of this, we call on 
all our friends to participate 
in relevant campaigns and 
join hands with us. Despite 
the challenges and difficulties 
ahead, let us always remain 
optimistic and steadfast about 
bringing positive change to the 
people of Iran.

Editorial  continued from p.1
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“Ever since I took over the 
mandate as a United Nations 
special rapporteur of  the situation 
of  human rights in the Islamic 
Republic of  Iran in July of  2018, 
one of  my principal concerns 
has been the almost complete 
absence of  accountability and the 
prevailing culture of  impunity 
in the Iranian constitutional, 
legislative and administrative 
framework. 

In my report to the UN 
Human Rights Council 
in March 2022, after having 
examined the absence of  
accountability, I informed the 
council that while accountability 
for serious human rights violations 
represents a core obligation for 
states under international law, this 
was not the case in Iran. I wrote 
in my report to the Council and I 
quote here, ‘Institutional impunity 
and the absence of  a system 
for accountability for violations 
of  human rights permeates the 
political and legal system of  the 
Islamic Republic of  Iran. The 
absence of  accountability derives 
from various deficiencies within 
state structures including negation 
of  principles of  rule of  law and 
separation of  powers.

My deep concerns as regards 
institutional impunity and 
the absence of  a system of  
accountability were sadly once 
again proven correct with the 
tragic death in custody of  the 
morality police of  the 22-year-
old Zhina Mahsa Amini. The 
absence of  accountability and 
the culture of  impunity prevalent 
in the Iranian legal, judicial and 
administrative system has a deep, 
unfortunate and painful history, 
going back to at least 1979 and 
the Iranian revolution.’ 

Since 1979, we have witnessed 
that a form of  government 
known as the Velayat-e Faqih, the 
so-called Guardianship of  the 
Islamic Jurist, has consolidated 

executive, legislative and judicial 
authority in the position of  the 
Supreme Leader, which is not 
a popularly elected position. 
Such absolute power negates 
the constitutional principles 
establishing powers and rule of  
law. The current incumbent, Ali 
Hossein Khamenei, has assumed 
office as the Supreme Leader for 
over 33 years. 

Grievous tragedy in the history 
of  Iran is enforced disappearances 
and the summary and arbitrary 
executions of  thousands of  
individuals in 1988. In 1988, 
thousands of  these prisoners were 
extra-judicially executed, pursuant 
to a fatwa issued by the Supreme 
Leader of  Iran and implemented 
across prisons in the country. 
There are extremely serious 
concerns about the very grave 
crimes under international human 
rights law and international 
humanitarian law having been 
committed in 1988. These 
crimes include crimes against 
humanity, including torture, 
genocide, persecution, murder as 
well as enforced disappearances 
of  thousands of  persons. The 
mass executions of  1988 have 
been followed by state authorities 
refusing to publicly acknowledge 
the killings and to disclose the 
fate of  those killed and the 
location of  their remains to 
victims’ families, and subjecting 

families to threats, harassment, 
intimidation and attacks. There 
has been the determination 
of  the Iranian government to 
hide these massacres through 
false narratives and statements, 
distortion of  historical data, and 
active harassment of  survivors 
and family members of  victims, 
as well as by hiding the evidence 
such as the destruction of  mass 
graves. Systematic concealment 
of  the fate of  the victims, not 
providing the location of  their 
remains or not providing family 
members information about the 
causes of  their deaths is deeply 
troubling. Such concealment in 
my judgment constitutes enforced 
disappearances and a crime 
against humanity.

So what about ending impunity 
and ensuring accountability? 
After 1988, Khomeini’s willing 
executioners were promoted to 
high positions in politics and the 
judiciary where many remain 
today, including, as has been 
mentioned, the current president, 
Mr Ebrahim Raisi, who acted as a 
member of  the Death Committee. 

One possibility to ensure 
accountability is the use of  
universal jurisdiction to try 
individuals for serious crimes, 
including crimes against humanity 
and other serious human rights 
violations. As some of  you would 
know, in July 

Absence of accountability and 
the culture of impunity in Iran  
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2022 a Swedish court convicted 
Hamid Nouri for his role in the 
torture and mass executions in 
Iran during 1988 as the court 
found him guilty of  war crimes 
and murder and sentenced him to 
life imprisonment. 

The other path is obviously 
the setting up of  an international 
tribunal or an investigative 
mechanism to hold accountable 
all those who have committed 
grave crimes against [the] Iranian 
people. I have consistently called 
for accountability with respect 
to long-standing emblematic 
events that have been met with 
persistent impunity, including 
enforced disappearances and the 
summary and arbitrary executions 
of  1988 as well as the protests of  
November 2019. 

As the international community, 
we must stand together and 
we must demand an end to 
this culture of  impunity for the 
Iranian regime, and demanding 
justice and accountability for the 
victims who have suffered for so 
long.” 

Lord Polak added:“I have 
one message. The one message 
is that we need to push the 
government here to proscribe the 
IRGC [Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard Corps]. It took us long 
enough with Bob [Blackman] to 
do Hezbollah. We did Hamas, 
but Hezbollah and Hamas are 

the unruly children of  the parent 
body which is the IRGC. This 
needs to be done. I’m saddened 
that it’s my party [Conservative] 
that haven’t done it that should 
have done it, I would strongly 
recommend everybody here to 
make representations to front-
bench Labour. They keep saying 
they’ll do it. They, sadly, may have 
an opportunity to do it and I just 
hope that, with all your pressure, 
that my party will do the right 
thing before. If  not, you’ve got to 
make sure that the Labour party 
do it because we will be on the 
other side telling them that they 
must do it. So just keep going; 
it has to be done, it is the right 
thing to do. I am shocked it’s not 
happened and I just ask you all 
to keep firing, keep going. It will 
happen.” 

Bob Blackman said: “Taking 
what Stuart [Polak] said, I, I 
led the debate in Parliament to 
proscribe the IRGC in its entirety 
and sequestrate their assets for 
the people of  Iran. Now that is 
the settled view of  parliament. 
Unfortunately it’s not the settled 
view of  our government, and 
whilst we are seeing more and 
more sanctions against individuals 
in Iran by our government, we are 
not seeing the key point, which is 
the proscription of  the IRGC in 
its entirety. And the key point here 
is, that would make it illegal to be 
a member of  the IRGC, represent 
them, wave their flags, or do 

anything promoting that terrorist 
organisation.

When we look back on 
what we’ve been building up, 
this pressure, as Stuart said, 
we’ve proscribed Hamas, we’ve 
proscribed Hezbollah, we’ve 
proscribed all these organisations, 
but the central organisation that 
controls all these organisations is 
of  course the IRGC.

I call on our government to 
refer the Iranian administration 
to the human rights courts, to 
the [UN] Security Council, and 
impose sanctions against them.” 

Dr Tahar Boumedra 
concluded: “I cannot thank 
Professor Rehman enough for 
what he did for the families of  the 
victims and also for the surviving 
former political prisoners. What 
you have done, professor, is a 
real history in your record at the 
United Nations. 

I would like to bring to your 
attention a situation that I myself  
was witness to. I lived it and I 
was the person who did the body 
count of  a massacre in Ashraf  
[1988]. So the massacres that 
took place in Camp Ashraf  are an 
extension of  the implementation 
of  Khomeini’s fatwa. This fatwa 
has never been abrogated, is still 
in force, and the proof  is that 
it’s been last year implemented 
against Salman Rushdie. So as 
long as this fatwa is still in force, 
we will live again [to see] more 
massacres.” 

Absence of accountability and 
the culture of impunity in Iran  
continued from p.4
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That pervasive myth is not 
innocent, it is not harmless, it is 
extremely dangerous, because 
it is wrong, indeed it is almost a 
contradiction in terms to think 
of  a reform-minded, rebellious 
faction within the context of  a 
dictatorship.

So it is wrong, to put it really 
bluntly, I would say it is nonsense 
on stilts and it is dangerous 
because it absolutely falls hook, 
line, and sinker, as we say in the 
United Kingdom, into the trap 
that has been created for us by the 
Iranian government itself. It is an 
old stratagem of  dictatorships to 
seek to hoodwink their enemies by 
implying the possibility of  change, 
a genuine contestation of  a kind 
that you would expect within 
a parliamentary and cabinet-
orientated system to achieve 
influence.

And for so long as the regime 
has in the West people who are 
democrats but who say, ‘oh, we’ve 
got to support the reformers 
within the regime, we mustn’t 
upset the apple cart, we mustn’t 
be too outspoken, we mustn’t 
threaten to rip asunder the 
regime, we’ve got to support the 
reformers’, that suits the torturers 
and tyrants of  Tehran because 
it reduces almost to negligible 
proportions the pressure upon the 
regime.

For so long as that chronic 
hallucination persists, it results 
in effective political paralysis in 
terms of  the goal of  all of  us in 
this hall, which is to deliver a free 
Iran.

Because if  people think that 
there is a chance of  change 
from within, even though I have 
witnessed no evidence whatever, 
not a scintilla, not a morsel, not 
the slightest hint of  a possibility 
of  meaningful reform in the 40 
years since I became politically 
conscious of  the situation in Iran, 
so long as that notion persists it 
immediately segways into the 
argument for appeasement.

Because if  you think there’s a 
chance of  change, a little push 
here, a little shove there, another 
speech somewhere else, and 
an attempt through some sort 
of  diplomatic engagement or 
protocol to bring about change, 
that is the very essence, the 
meaning, the temper, the mood, 
the mindset of  appeasement. And 
appeasement fails everywhere.

The truth of  the matter is 
appeasement fails. The only 
thing that dictators respect is 
strength. So, we must not allow 
them to foster an atmosphere 
of  appeasement which is 
accompanied by the narrative that 
there is no alternative but a set 
of  arrangements that will lead to 
chaos. And that too, we know, is 
wrong.

I just want to round off  by 

saying this. You will notice in the 
dishonest lexicon, the dishonest 
use of  the dictionary by the 
Iranian regime, how they say that 
there is no united opposition. 
They’ve stopped saying there’s 
no meaningful alternative. They 
say there’s no united opposition 
alternative.

Well, the answer to that is 
that there is a united alternative 
with growing and mass support 
amongst the people of  Iran who 
believe in democracy, who believe 
in pluralism, who believe in 
parliamentarian [systems], who 
believe in choice, who believe in 
equality, who believe in justice, 
who believe in the rule of  law.

If  what the butchers, the 
tyrants, and the demagogues from 
Iran’s government are saying is 
that there isn’t unanimity, well, of  
course, there is not unanimity. 

Of  course, there is no 
unanimity and Mrs Rajavi 
and her mass movement cannot 
be expected to unite with 
the enemies of  democracy, 
with people who don’t favour 
pluralism, people who don’t want 
democratic change, who don’t 
believe in equality, who don’t 
think there should be a right 
to regular and independently 
monitored elections, but amongst 
the mass of  people for whom the 
flame of  freedom will never be 
extinguished and for whom that 
flame burns brightly, there is mass 
support for change.” 

Former UK House Speaker:  
Only thing that dictators respect  
is strength  continued from p.1
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Bequeathing to charities has 
emerged as a potent catalyst 
for igniting positive change and 
fostering a brighter future within 
societies. This article looks at 
some compelling reasons for 
leaving an enduring legacy 
to International Liberty 
Association (ILA), supporting 
its profound role in uplifting the 
spirits of  an embattled nation like 
Iran.

Healing Societal Wounds
Amid the challenges faced by 
Iran, the ILA stand as a beacon 
of  hope, committed to healing 
the deep wounds inflicted by the 
unjust regime. Its indomitable 
spirit of  challenging child 
labour and child marriages not 
only symbolises resilience but 
also instils a sense of  collective 
purpose in rebuilding a fractured 
society.

Elevating  
Humanitarian Values
Contributions to the ILA 
transcend financial assistance; 
they are a testament to our shared 
commitment to humanitarian 
ideals. By bequeathing to the ILA, 
we sow the seeds of  compassion, 
nurturing values of  empathy, 
equality, and social harmony 
that can redefine the cultural 
landscape of  Iran and the Middle 
East.

Safeguarding Cultural Heritage 
and Nature 
Winds of  change can revive the 
fading echoes of  Iran’s natural 
beauty and cultural brilliance. 
Bequeathing to the ILA helps 
to preserve the environment 
and safeguard cultural heritage, 
reaffirms our devotion to 
enriching the essence of  Iran, 
rekindling the flame of  pride 
and appreciation for the nation’s 
unique identity.

EMPOWERING HOPE AND TRANSFORMATION IN IRAN:  
THE NECESSITY OF BEQUEATHING TO THE ILA

Conclusion: 
In the tapestry of  our 
aspirations for Iran, bequeathing 
to the ILA weaves a thread of  
resilience, compassion, and 
progress. By supporting causes 
that resonate with the heartbeats 
of  a nation, you inspire a 
symphony of  change. This 
act transcends the ordinary, 
culminating in a legacy that 
empowers generations to 
come. Let us embrace the 
transformative power of  
bequeathing, as it paves the way 
for a renewed dawn of  hope 
and unity in Iran’s journey 
toward a prosperous future.

The divine has blessed you 
with a remarkable decision: 
to leave a legacy to charity, 
a decision that is not only 
exceptional but profoundly 
humanitarian. This act, beyond 
its impact on society, reflects a 
high moral ground and a spirit 
of  unity and compassion within 
you.

Your decision aligns with the 
noble and cultural goals that 

the ILA strives for, throwing 
new light on the path of  
improvement and change. 
Through a legacy, you extend 
a helping hand to deep 
societal challenges and bring 
forth a positive influence for 
generations to come.

Your impact on combating 
child labour, addressing child 
marriages, preserving the 
environment, and promoting 
Iranian culture and arts is 
significant. This choice provides 
you with the opportunity to 
share a portion of  your legacy 
with all, playing a pivotal role in 
instigating change and progress.

This act demonstrates your 
belief  in the significance of  
collaborative effort towards 
achieving humanitarian goals.

For further details or if  you 
need help in writing your will or 
amending it please contact the 
ILA by email, telephone or post. 
Contact details are on the first 
page of  this newsletter. Thank 
you for considering this.
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WOMEN DEFYING 
MANDATORY HIJAB ARE 
SENTENCED TO PSYCHIATRIC 
TREATMENT

Iran’s regime is sending women 
for psychiatric treatment in an 
effort to enforce regulations 
requiring them to cover their 
hair. Healthcare organisations 
have warned that the country’s 
judiciary is appropriating mental 
medicine for its own ends.

In July, a Tehran court 
sentenced a woman to two 
months in prison and six months 
of  psychological treatment for ‘a 
contagious psychological disorder 
that leads to sexual promiscuity’ 
because she didn’t wear a hijab.

REGIME SHUTS DOWN PRISON 
TO ERASE EVIDENCE OF 
CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY

The clerical regime ruling Iran 
has completely closed down the 
infamous Gohardasht Prison 
in Karaj, the site of  a massacre 
and crimes against humanity 
that occurred in 1988, as well 
as other criminal executions in 
the past 44 years. Human rights 
organisations, including the ILA, 
have consistently voiced concerns 
about the appalling conditions 
endured by detainees in the 
notorious Gohardasht Prison.

OLYMPIC COMMITTEE 
THREATENS ACTION AGAINST 
IRAN FOR PERSECUTING 
ATHLETES
The International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) says it is 
observing a dramatic increase of  
persecution of  Iranian athletes 
and may act before the 2024 
Olympic games in Paris, France. 

The IOC has faced intense 
criticism over the years for 
failing to punish Iran’s rulers 
for imprisoning and executing 
athletes who have participated 
in demonstrations against the 
regime.

POLITICALLY MOTIVATED 
EXECUTIONS ARE RISING IN 
IRAN 

Politically motivated executions in 
Iran are increasing dramatically as 
authorities use capital punishment 
as a tactic of  intimidation to stop 
the waves of  unrest that threaten 
regime’s leaders.

Since the start of  the year, at 
least 423 executions have been 
recorded, which indicates a 
potential to surpass last year’s 
tally of  582 hangings. Due 
to the government’s lack of  
transparency, the actual number 
of  executions is suspected to be 
much higher than the figures 
reported publicly.

PENSIONERS PROTEST AS 
LIVING CONDITIONS WORSEN 
IN IRAN

Iran’s older generation held 
protest rallies across the country 
to draw attention to the ongoing 
decline of  their living conditions 
in the face of  the double-digit 
inflation the country is facing.

The recent demonstrations 
by retirees come after the 
government announced a decision 
to consolidate 18 different pension 
funds into one in an attempt to 
hide a shortfall equivalent to 
£5bn. 

IRGC CHIEF WARNS AGAINST 
RENEWED NATIONWIDE 
PROTESTS 

The commander-in-chief  of  the 
Islamic Revolution Guard Corps 
has warned against a resurgence 
of  widespread protests in Iran 
on the anniversary of  Mahsa 
Amini’s death next month. 
“The enemy intends to instigate 
sedition on the anniversary of  
the events that occurred during 
the autumn,” Salami said, calling 
for a proactive “prevention” 
approach to “counter this threat”.

NEWS IN BRIEF
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THE ILA CORDIALLY INVITES YOU
To celebrate the courage of the people of Iran on the festival of 

Mehregan, a symbol of hope and light 
Saturday 30 September 1pm-6pm (registration at 12:30pm)

London Suite at ILEC Conference Centre, 47 Lillie Rd, London SW6 1UD 
(nearest underground: West Brompton)

Entrance fee: £10

Agenda:
Exhibitions: 1pm to 2pm: 

• The uprising in Iran, showcasing the bravery of  the young men and women who took to the 
streets. 

• Mehregan festival, an ancient Persian autumn festival heralding the harvest season which has 
been celebrated for more than three millennia.

• Mesmerizing paintings by longstanding ILA supporter Rosa Branson who has donated her 
paintings to us and they will be available for purchase. 

Main Programme: 2pm to 6pm:
• Persian and western concert: group led by Mohammad Shams, Iran’s renowned composer 

and conductor of  classical Persian music.
• Singing by Elena Xanthoudakis - a talented and celebrated soprano.
• Elizabeth Pion, a distinguished classical pianist who has played across the globe.
• Persian cuisine: a buffet with an assortment of  Persian dishes.
• Update on ILA campaigns: our achievements, our hopes for the future. Practical ways of  

meaningful support from the UK.
• Prominent experts will also speak on the current events in Iran. 


